164              Johnson in want of a lodging.      [A.D.W
with which Johnson afterwards enriched the life of his unhap] companion, and those of other Poets.
He told Sir Joshua Reynolds, that one night in particul; when Savage and he walked round St. James's-square for wa of a lodging,- they were not at all depressed by their situatio but in high spirits and brimful of patriotism, traversed the squa for several hours, inveighed against the minister, and ' resolv they would stand by their country*.'
I am afraid, however, that by associating with Savage, w was habituated to the dissipation and licentiousness of the tow Johnson, though his good principles remained steady, did r entirely preserve that conduct, for which, in days of great simplicity, he was remarked by his friend' Mr. Hector ; but w imperceptibly led into some indulgences which occasioned mu distress to his virtuous mind3.
That Johnson was anxious that an authentick and favoural account of his extraordinary friend should first get possession the publick attention, is evident from a letter which he wrote the Gentleman s Magazine for August of the year preceding publication.
'Ma. URIJAN,.
' As your collections show how often you have owed the orname of your poetical pages to the correspondence of the unfortunate a ingenious Mr. Savage, I doubt not but you have so much regard to memory as to encourage any design that may have a tendency to preservation of it from insults or calumnies ; and therefore, with so degree of assurance, intreat you to inform the publick, that his life ' speedily be published by a person who was favoured with his c , fidence, and received from himself an account of most of the tra actions which he proposes to mention, to the time of his retirem to Swansea in Wales.
' From that period, to his death in the prison of Bristol, the acco
1 ' Savage   lodged   as   much   by    pbverty, among the ashes of a gl;
accident as he dined, and passed the    house.    In this manner were pas
night sometimes in,' mean houses,...     those days and those nights wl
and sometimes,  when he had not     nature had enabled him to have
money to support even the expenses     ployed in elevated speculations, us
of these receptacles, walked about     studies,   or  pleasing   conversati
the streets till he was weary, and lay    Johnson's Works, viii, 159.
down in the summer upon a bulk, or        * See ante, p. 94. in the winter, with his associates in 'separation, he insinuates, rose by an estrangement caused by Johnson's ' indifference in the discharge of the domestic virtues.' It is far more likely that it rose from destitution.
